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POPE’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
53rd Annual Homecoming 
October 4 ,  2009 11: 00 A. M.
Virginia Best, Pastor Linda Aycock Pianist
Prelude
Invocation Rev. Virginia Best
*Hymn “The Church in the Wildwood” 121
Welcome and Recognition W illiam Dunn W ansley
* Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” 6
M emorials for the Deceased William Dunn W ansley
Hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers” 85
Presentation o f Tithes and Offerings 
*The Doxology
Pastoral Prayer Rev. Virginia Best
Special M usic “Glorify Thy Name” Rev. Virginia Best
Introduction o f Speaker William Dunn W ansley
Message Rev. Dan W hite
*Hymn “Amazing Grace” 43
*Blessing and Benediction Rev. Dan W hite
Everyone is invited to “Dinner On the Grounds” immediately following the
service.
Flowers are placed on the Altar in memory o f 
Louise and W illiam “T” Wansley; Emily and Beverly Wansley; 
and Jamie Thompson 
by W illiam, Stevie and Elizabeth W ansley 
In memory of 
M ary Nan and John Spence 
by their children
Flowers are placed on the piano in memory o f 
Sophia Boyd Bamford 
by the Homecoming Association
We welcome Rev. Dan White as our speaker for this 53rd Pope’s Chapel 
Homecoming. A Georgia native, Rev. White is in his 39th year o f pastoral 
work, has been an educator and is a free-lance Christian writer. He is the 
founding pastor o f the North Columbia Churchy a non-denominational 
church in Appling. He and his wife, Joyce have three grown children. 




Secretary’s Report Nancy Norman Faulk
Treasurer’s Report Malcolm Chafin




Officers and Committees for 2009
President William Dunn Wansley
Vice President Shanna Boyd McGruder
Secretary Nancy Norman Faulk
Treasurer Malcolm Chafin
Ushers David Sale & David Chafin
Nominations Tom Wiggins, Elizabeth Chafin & John Keen
Table Committee Malcolm Chafin, George Smith, John Keen, Jimmy Norman,
Jarrett Keen, and Grant, Miles and Chase Chafin
POPE’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
The M ethodist Society, which was later organized in to Pope’s 
Chapel Church, was first organized in August 1786 by Thomas 
Humphries at the home of James Marks located in what is now 
Elbert County about 1 1/2 miles Northeast of Old Baker’s Ferry 
on Broad River. When Elbert County was formed in 1790 from 
W ilkes County, it left most of the church members in W ilkes 
County, so the church was relocated into W ilkes County, south 
about 2 miles from Broad River, on property owned by John 
Landrum adjo ining his homeplace on the east side of Baker’s 
Ferry Road, It was in this location that it received its name, in 
honor of Rev. Henry Pope, who provided most of the timber 
used in the building. Bishop Francis Asbury delivered the 
Dedication Sermon there in 1805. In 1852 the church was again 
relocated about 2 miles south to its present location. In 1871 
Trustees of the church were Benjamin W. Fortson, M. T. Cash, 
Augustus A Neal, and James W. Boyd. A second structure was 
erected in 1897 in which two stained glass windows were in -
stalled as a memorial to Benjamin Winn Fortson and his w ife 
Hannah Rebecca Ogilvie by their children. The Dedication Ser-
mon was delivered by Lundye Harris in 1898. This build ing was 
severely damaged by a w indstorm  and a third building, presen-
tly in use, was erected in 1957.
Dear Friends,
Change...........a simple word that packs a powerful meaning. Some change can be
good while sometimes it is not so good. One constant in my life is Homecoming Day at 
Popes Chapel. Many people like myself are drawn to this special little church each 
October to celebrate its very existance. Time seems to roll back as the years have been 
kind and much remains unchanged. Sadly, some familiar faces will be missed but each 
generation is taught to carry on the tradition of worshiping at Popes Chapel on this day.
Please help me celebrate this year by attending on Sunday, October 4th - the 53rd 
annual Homecoming Day at Popes Chapel. Our guest speaker will be Reverend Dan 
White who resides with his family in Appling, Ga. Reverend White is also a published 
Christian author and former teacher who is in his 39th year of pastoral work. Worship 
service will begin at 11: 00 am followed by lunch under the oak trees. A short business 
session will be held at 2: 00 pm.




Pope’s Chapel plans annual 
homecoming for October 4
Pope’s Chapel will hold its annual 
homecoming service on Sunday, Oc-
tober 4, at 11 a. m. Rev. Dan White, 
pastor of North Columbia Church of 
Appling will be the guest speaker.
Pope’s Chapel has long been 
closed with no Sunday services. 
Those who have connections to 
the church, as well as the commu-
nity, gather for this yearly worship 
service. A covered dish lunch will 
follow the worship service and all 
are welcome to attend.
Historic Pope’s Chapel was or-
ganized in 1786, three years af-
ter the Treaty o f Paris ended the 
Revolutionary War for American 
Independence and seven years after 
Elijah Clarke and the Patriots gave 
a resounding defeat to the British 
Tories at the Battle of Kettle Creek 
that saved the back country of Geor-
gia from British rule. The father 
o f American Methodism, Bishop 
Francis Asbury spoke at the church 
several times during his journeys to 
the South. On one occasion, over
2, 000 people gathered to hear him I 
speak.
The area around Pope’s Chapel, I 
near Broad River, became a popular I 
place to settle for pioneers moving I 
in from Virginia and North Carolina I 
after the Revolutionary War and the I 
end of the Indian threat to the settle-
ments there. During this period, over 
40 percent of Georgia’s population 
was centered in Wilkes County.
When traveling from Washington, 
take Highway 17 North to Tignall. 
Go straight through the main traffic 
light in Tignall (at the North Wilkes 
Library and Museum, the intersec-
tion o f Independence Road and 
Church Street) for 3. 2 miles continu-
ing North on Highway 17 (North 
Hulin Avenue in Tignall). Turn right 
on Broad Road (road number 193) 
and travel approximately 3. 7 miles. 
Turn right on Pope Chapel Road, a 
dirt road, and travel 0. 2 miles. The 
church building will be located on
the r i g h t .  
Sept. 24, 209
Pope’s Chapel plans annual 
homecoming for October 4
Pope’s Chapel will hold its annual 
homecoming service on Sunday, Oc-
tober 4, at 11 a. m. Rev. Dan White, 
pastor of North Columbia Church of 
Appling will be the guest speaker.
Pope’s Chapel has long been closed 
with no Sunday services. Those who 
have connections to the church, as 
well as the community, gather for this 
yearly worship service. A covered 
dish lunch will follow the worship 
service and all are welcome to at-
tend.
Historic Pope’s Chapel was orga-
nized in 1786, three years after the 
Treaty of Paris ended the Revolution-
ary War for American Independence 
and seven years after Elijah Clarke 
and the Patriots gave a resounding 
defeat to the British Tories at the 
Battle of Kettle Creek that saved the 
back country of Georgia from British 
rule.
The area around Pope’s Chapel, 
near Broad River, became a popular 
place to settle for pioneers moving 
in from Virginia and North Carolina 
after the Revolutionary War and the 
end of the Indian threat to the settle-
ments there. During this period, over 
40 percent of Georgia’s population 
was centered in Wilkes County.
When traveling from Washington, 
take Highway 17 North to Tignall. 
Go straight through the main traffic 
light in Tignall (at the North Wilkes 
Library and Museum, the intersection 
of Independence Road and Church 
Street) for 3. 2 miles continuing North 
on Highway 17 (North Hulin Avenue 
in Tignall). Turn right on Broad Road 
(road number 193) and travel ap-
proximately 3. 7 miles. Turn right on 
Pope Chapel Road, a dirt road, and 
travel 0. 2 miles. The church building 
will be located on the right.
Pope’s Chapel homecoming this Sun,
Pope’s Chapel will hold its annual 
homecoming service on Sunday, Oc-
tober 4, at 11 a. m. Rev. Dan White, 
pastor of North Columbia Church of 
Appling will be the guest speaker.
Pope’s Chapel has long been closed 
with no Sunday services. Those who 
have connections to the church, as 
well as the community, gather for this 
yearly worship service.
Historic Pope’s Chapel was orga-
nized in 1786, three years after the 
Treaty of Paris ended the Revolution-
ary War for American Independence 
and seven years after Elijah Clarke 
and the Patriots gave a resounding 
defeat to the British Tories at the
Battle of Kettle Creek that saved the 
back country of Georgia from British 
rule.
When traveling from Washington, 
take Highway 17 North to Tignall. 
Go straight through the main traffic 
light in Tignall (at the North Wilkes 
Library and Museum, the intersection 
of Independence Road and Church 
Street) for 3. 2 miles continuing North 
on Highway 17 (North Hulin Avenue 
in Tignall). Turn right on Broad Road 
(road number 193) and travel ap-
proximately 3. 7 miles. Turn right on 
Pope Chapel Road, a dirt road, and 
travel 0. 2 miles. The church building 
will be located on the right.
October 1, 2009
Homecoming was held at Pope's 
Chapel Sunday with Rev. Virginia Be- 
set, minister o f Independence United 
Methodist Church, and Rev. Dan White 
of Appling speaking. Rev. White spoke 
about the history of the church and the 
area. The church was packed. Maijorie 
Sale Gibson of Dallas, Ga., came to visit 
her mother, Lois Sale, for the weekend 
and attended the homecoming Sunday. 
She gave me the names o f her family 
members who attended. Lois was not 
able to be there but her sister, Evelyn 
Oglesby o f Elberton attended along with 
her family members, Tommy and Jan 
Oglesby o f Elberton and Brantley and 
Vee McIntosh o f Dewy Rose. Marjorie 
and Peggy’s brother and his wife, David 
and Gloria Sale o f Dewy Rose were 
also present.
October 8, 2009

